THE TRIUMPH OF CATHARINE II   627
envoy at Warsaw, cannot but picture the results that might have occurred had the Poles received adequate support from Prussia and l£ngland against the Muscovites. The confederated I^iet at Warsaw then showed ti reforming zeal equal to that of the French National Assembly. In the middle of April it struck °fT the shackles from the burghers and made them citizens. Early in May* when the political horizon darkened, fear cowed evev\ the Rusaophiles, while a storm of patriotic fervour swayed the Diet, and burst through the two barriers which hemmed in the national life. There was no hubbub in this memorable sitting. No swords flashed forth, as had happened on many a petty pretext. Emotion held the Assembly spellbound, while the majority swept away those curses of the land, serfdom and the elective kingship. Thereupon one of the leading obstructives aroused general astonishment by proposing that members should swear to uphold the new order of things. King Stanislaus evinced his patriotic zeal by calling on the Bishop of Cracow to Administer the oath, which deputies and visitors alike recorded with shouts of joy. The cxuUing throng of nationalists and their recent converts then sallied forth and took the oath once more at the foot of the high altar of the Cathedral; and the sullen dissi-dence of .some thirty of Russia's henchmen served but lo emphasize the overwhelming triumph of intelligence and patriotism.1
Such was the peaceful Revolution of 3rd May 1791 at Warsaw. It sent a thrill of exultation through France, and moved Burke to a splendid panegyric, which lie crowned with the startling statement that the events at Warsaw were probably the purest good ever conferred upon mankind.1 Even Grenville's cold and insular nature warmed and dilated at the news; and he bade Hailes express the interest of Great "Britain in the new constitution, especially as it would benefit the cause of the Allies."
But the ill fortune which dogged the steps of the Poles willed that in this time of their revival the Alliance, from which alone they could hope for safety, should go to pieces. The refusal of England to send a fleet either to the Baltic or the Black Sea
r " F. O.," Poland, 5. llailcs lo Grcnvillc, 5lh May, along with a letter by a Polish deputy.
3 Burke, " Appeal from the New lo the Old Whiys." IJurke did not see that by fighting- Russia's battle in Parliament, he was helping to undermine the liberties of Poland.
a  " F. O.," Poland, 5.  Grcnvillo to Unties, 25th May.morials of Fox," ii, 383-7.
